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EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE
18th August 2025 
Building Bridges: Third Southern Africa GBV Prevention Forum Champions Survivor-Led, Multi-Sector Partnerships to End Gender-Based Violence, co-hosted by the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation and the Southern Africa Trust in partnership with Ford Foundation, the Embassy of Switzerland, the Embassy of Ireland, the Embassy of the Netherlands, and the Australian High Commission in South Africa.
Regional leaders, civil society organizations, legal experts, and community advocates will gather for the Third Southern Africa GBV Prevention Forum — an innovative three-day event aimed at strengthening collaborative efforts to combat and prevent gender-based violence across the region.
Building on insights from previous forums, this year’s gathering will tackle the persistent root causes of GBV, including patriarchy, systemic gender inequality, and emerging digital threats, through innovative, cross-sectoral strategies that prioritize prevention and survivor-centred approaches. Voices of victims/survivors, marginalised communities, and youth will be at the forefront, shaping tangible actions and solutions that emerge from the event.
Critical Regional Challenges Demand Urgent Action
Despite the enactment of several legal frameworks and international commitments in the region, enforcement and effective implementation remains inconsistent, and victims/survivors continue to face significant systemic barriers to justice. The forum will tackle these systemic challenges while addressing new threats, including the rapid rise of technology-facilitated gender-based violence (TF-GBV) linked to increased internet and mobile phone usage.
The cross-border nature of many GBV challenges in Southern Africa, particularly including those linked to migration and trafficking, child marriages, and domestic violence, demands unified, multisectoral regional responses.
The Third Forum will combine in-person and virtual participation to maximize accessibility across socioeconomic and geographical barriers. The event features:
· Participatory Dialogue Circles that transform the typical panel format, elevating survivors, marginalized voices, and youth as co-contributors with expert participants


· Hands-On Workshops and Thematic Breakout Rooms including legal navigation sessions and financial literacy training for survivors and human rights defenders
· Digital Innovation Expo showcasing AI-powered reporting platforms, SMS-based helplines, and blockchain tools for securing victim testimonies
· Wellness and Creative Interludes, incorporating meditation, art, poetry, and music to support participants' processing emotionally challenging content

Expected outcomes
The forum will culminate in a co-created comprehensive report elaborating on practical recommendations and strategies for improving GBV prevention coordination to scale successful interventions in the region. 

 For media queries:
Spokespeople are available for interview. Media representatives interested in covering the symposium or arranging interviews with participants and experts should contact:
1. Athini Magodla, Gender Assistant (CSVR)  amagodla@csvr.org.za –
 +27 721571099
2. Nicola Nkhoma, Advocacy and Communications Officer (The Trust) nnkhoma@southernafricatrust.org
More about the forum: Southern Africa GBV Prevention Forum  

Join the event virtually:
DATES: 19–21 August 2025
TIME: 09:00 AM (SAST)
Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88577593676?pwd=rB0pzh_3JclTB9B0TZn4GCodUhGa7Q.U-RpPoyqB9gNiSGf 
Passcode: 344739


About the Hosting Organizations
The forum represents a collaboration between these two milestone organizations, combining CSVR's expertise in violence prevention and The Trust's commitment to amplifying marginalized voices.
Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation (CSVR) is now in its 36th year of commitment to promoting peace, justice, and reconciliation. Established in 1989 and officially registered as a Section 21 company in 1990, CSVR has emerged as a leading independent, non-profit organisation in the social justice sector committed to 
addressing the root causes of violence and advancing sustainable peace in South Africa, the continent, and beyond. 
Southern Africa Trust is commemorating its 20th anniversary in 2025, celebrating two decades of strengthening the voice and agency of impoverished and marginalised people in policy processes to reduce poverty and inequality in southern Africa. 
Established in 2005, the Trust engages extensively with civil society at both national and regional levels to ensure the voices of the poor are heard and influence policies aimed at ending poverty. 
The focus thematic areas of the forum include:
1. Strengthening legal framework implementation
2. Advancing women's economic independence through education and workplace initiatives
3. Engaging men and boys as allies in prevention efforts
4. Successful approaches including class-action lawsuits, public interest litigation, and human rights advocacy to challenge systemic GBV
5. Educational initiatives will focus on curriculum reforms addressing toxic masculinity and consent education
6. Business engagement strategies will promote gender-responsive corporate policies.
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