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HOUSE RULES

Southern Africa GBV Prevention Forum 2025
Building Bridges: Strengthening Collaborative Efforts for GBV Prevention and Response in Southern Africa

At CSVR, we believe the work of preventing gender-based violence (GBV) is grounded in dignity, inclusion, and collective accountability. To support a respectful, safe, and generative environment for all participants during this Forum, we kindly ask that everyone observe the following housekeeping guidelines:

1. Respectful Communication

Use language that is inclusive, empowering, and affirming.
Harmful speech, including sexist, racist, homophobic, transphobic, xenophobic, or ableist language, will not be tolerated.
Avoid personal attacks or making assumptions about others’ identities, experiences, or intentions.
Respect others’ lived experiences and give space to all voices – especially youth, survivors, and marginalized communities.

2. Shared Purpose

Remember: we are not adversaries – we are a community committed to ending GBV.
Diverse opinions are welcome, but disagreement must be expressed with empathy and without harm.
This is a co-learning space. We encourage curiosity, humility, and a willingness to listen.

3. Participation Etiquette

Be punctual for all sessions (online and in-person).
Mute your microphone when not speaking (virtual attendees).
Raise your hand physically or via Zoom if you wish to speak.
Keep questions concise and relevant to the topic under discussion.

4. Safe & Confidential Space

Respect the confidentiality of sensitive stories or experiences shared by others.
Do not record sessions unless you have obtained prior consent.
Ask for consent before taking photos of individuals during breakout sessions or dialogue circles.

5. Wellness and Accessibility

Wellness is integral to our work. Please take breaks as needed.
Psychosocial support is available on-site.
If you require accessibility or support services, please speak with the logistics team.

6. Online Engagement

Use our official hashtag: #BuildingBridgesGBV to share respectful insights and moments.
Practice care when engaging online: what we post reflects our collective values.

Let us model the world we are trying to build: one grounded in Safety, justice, and mutual care. Thank you!
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Centre for the Study of
Violence and Reconciliation

Working towards peaceful, equal and
violence-free societies since 1989.
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